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Fortis Hospital Shalimar Bagh organized a walkathon to raise 

awareness on organ donation 

• #MoreToGive; #LiveAfterYouLeave 

• Minister Kailash Gahlot and Indian wrestler Mr. Sushil Kumar flagged off the 

walkathon, pledging their support to the cause of organ donation 

 

New Delhi, December 23, 2018: As a part of the ‘More to Give’ initiative, Fortis Hospital Shalimar Bagh 

organized a walkathon to raise awareness around organ donation. Kailash Gahlot, Minister of Revenue, 

Administrative Reforms, Information and Technology, Transport, Law - Justice and Legislative Affairs, 

Delhi Government and Indian wrestler and Olympian medalist Mr. Sushil Kumar flagged off the walkathon 

from the Police Mess, Civil Lines, New Delhi. Over 1100 people participated enthusiastically, covering a 

distance of 3 kilometers. 

 

Participation was witnessed from athletes, school students, college students and people residing in North 

West Delhi. Encouraging messages were circulated amongst the participants. These included, “walk to 

ensure you live on even after you leave”, “your steps will ensure others live on even after you leave”. 

Based on the theme of organ donation, a skit was performed to enlighten people about how one person 

has the ability to save eight lives. A slogan writing and poster making competition also took place in which 

school students enthusiastically participated.  

 

Kailash Gahlot, Minister of Revenue, Administrative Reforms, Information and Technology, Transport, 

Law - Justice and Legislative Affairs, Delhi government said, “There are many myths and superstitions 

surrounding organ donation. As a result of this, organ donation is discouraged and tabooed in India. There 

is an urgent need to change the narrative. To combat the same effectively, people’s participation and 

awareness is essential. As an influencer I am pledging my support to this cause and initiating conversation 

around it. Each of us have the ability to save eight lives in our lifetime. We need to actively engage in 

advocating for this cause and make a difference to those who are in dire need of organs.” 

 



 
Indian wrestler and Olympian medalist Mr. Sushil Kumar said, “We are walking to support a very noble 

cause. Many of us may not be aware of the fact that we have the ability to save another’s life. Therefore it 

is essential to raise awareness around the same. We need to start pledging our support to this cause. We 

need to help this movement gain momentum so that the people waiting for organs have a chance – a chance 

to live again.” 

 

Mahipal Singh Bhanot, Facility Director, Fortis Hospital Shalimar Bagh said, “It takes a lot of courage to 

pledge to donate your organs while alive. It takes a lot of empathy to donate the organs of a deceased 

family member. The process is not easy. It’s always easy to pledge your support to a cause, but to actually 

follow through? That requires perspective and understanding that is not always easy to gain. Fortis 

Healthcare is committed to the cause of organ donation as in India alone, approximately 210,000 patients 

are waiting for transplants.  We aim to get as many people registered for this cause, helping give those 

who need a second chance at life, a ray of hope. 

 

The ‘More to Give’ campaign was launched in 2016, with the aim of emotionally connecting with the 

masses, triggering a nationwide movement wherein people ‘pledged’ their organs for donation. Each year 

varied influencers such as actors Irfan Khan, Swara Bhaskar, Khurafati Nitin and others have lent support 

to the cause. One of the main objectives of the campaign is to advocate for policy changes in the existing 

processes of organ donation as well as urge the Government to expand the services of the National Organ 

and Tissue Transplant Organization (NOTTO) to all states of the country. According to the World Health 

Organization (WHO), about 14.5 organs are transplanted every hour in the world. In 2016, there were 

28,258 deceased organ donors in the world, contributing to 68.8% of the kidney transplants, 89.4% of 

liver transplants and all the heart, lung and pancreas transplants. The liver, lungs, heart, kidney, intestine, 

skin, pancreas, eyes - all can be donated. The main challenge is timely access to information and 

awareness around the same. 

  

About Fortis Healthcare Limited  

Fortis Healthcare Limited is a leading integrated healthcare delivery service provider in India. The healthcare verticals 

of the company primarily comprise hospitals, diagnostics and day care specialty facilities. Currently, the company 

operates its healthcare delivery services in India, Dubai, Mauritius and Sri Lanka with 45 healthcare facilities (including 

projects under development), approximately 10,000 potential beds and over 378 diagnostic centers. 
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